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cs PERSONS RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT, MARCH, 1947. 
313°) 
As. § This Bulletin has been prepared from detailed tabulations, 


made available by the Commonwealth Statistician, of unemployed persons in Queensland 
who Were in receipt of the Commonwealth unemployment benefit at the end of March, 
1947, The tabulations show districts of residence, together with causes of 
unemployment and industries within each district, The information which follows 
covers only those persons actually in receipt of unemployment benefit, no account 
being taken of those whose applications for the benefit are awaiting consideration 
or those who do not apply. The figures given, therefore, are only a part of the 
total unemployment, although the proportions due to the various causes and in the 
various industries are broadly applicable to the total. Persons receiving sickness 
or Special benefits are also excluded. 


Comparison with Previous Months. 19 JUN 1947 
The March figures of persons in receipt of unemployment 


benefit were 6,505 males and 184 females, the total of 6,689 being 903 less than 
the peak figure of 7,592 for the previous month, but 5,789 over October, 1946. 


End_of Month. Males. Females. Total. 

1946 ~ October ee ee 2,814 86 2,900 
November e. oe 5,570 94 5,664 
December oe oe Dig fe 168 6,159 

1947 - January oe oe 7,262 228 7,490 
February ee ae 7,094 198 7,592 

March ee oe 6,505 184 6,689 


Figures earlier than October do not give a normal comparison as they were inflated 
by strikes of earlier months; whilst the figures for the early months of 1947 are 
considerably affected by seasonal unemployment. February recorded the highest 
number on unemployment benefit for this season; and, with seasonal industries 
re-employing displaced workers the number will soon reach a much lower level. 


The number of females receiving benefit at the end of March 
was 184, compared with 198 for February. The Rockhampton District figure, 74, was 
19 less than the number for February, but it was still much higher than the figure 
for any other District. These females were mostly workers temporarily displaced 
from meatworks, Brisbane District had 50 females drawing unemployment benefit at 
the end of March, Bundaberg 20, Toowoomba 17, and the balance of 43 was distributed 
throughout the rest of the State, 


Causes of unemplaqyment are given below for the months of 


October, January, February, and March, fogether wt hange during March for 
each cause. BRARY oon 
Cause of Unemployment, October. ebHibry. , Maxch. Decrease 
Medical unfitness for type AND STATISt ips Se ee 
of work, work too heavy 109 Se: - 5 
Inefficiency, incompetence Ae cbonl 144 133 - 11 
Establishment closed, 
Yeauction of staff oo 491, 801 854 856 + 2 
Replaced by re-instated 
servicemen 6° a6 116 128 1351 106 - 25 
Shortage of materials .. 130 260 252 250 - 2 
Seasonal work and weather 
conditions oe oe 276 5 456 3,527 2,598 -729 
Casual work ac Ca) 495 909 958 sf ZL O as tp 
/ Discharged or laid off for ; 
other reasons 5. oo 438 484 514 597 ms 
i Quitted because work too 
| heavy, medically unfit, etc, 231 413 440 429 - it 
/ Quitted for other reasons 179 302 324. 314 ae 
Not previously employed ee 0 A 


2,900 7,490 7,592 __—«6 689 - 903 
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The number of persons drawing unemployment benefit in March due to 
the seasonal nature of their work decreased by 729, and there were decreases in 
most of the other causes, but benefits to casual workers (largely seasonal) increased 
by 52, While the peak of seasonal unemployment for the State had been passed in 
February, unemployment in the northern sugar districts was still increasing up to 
Marche Southern sugar districts passed the peak in January or February, while the 
high figures for Rockhampton (largely femporarily displaced meat and butter factory 
workers) passed their peak level in January. In the western districts the numbers 
were generally highest in December. These movements are illustrated in the 
following statement which shows the number of persons drawing benefit in each 
district in October, 1946, the number in the month up to March, 1947, showing the 
highest level of unemployment, and the number in March, 1947, together with the 
increase from October, 1946, to the seasonal peak, and the subsequent decrease. 


Peak of Seasonal inerease Decrease 

District. October, Unemployment to March, October Peak to 

_ £946, Manch, Lot. i947. to Peak. March. 
Brisbane 4. 1,404 2,065 Chis 1947 Rs 664. 350 
Ipswich o. 154 190 (Dec. 1946 7 36 1413 
Gymple oi 21 50 (Feb. 1947 15 9 45 
Maryborough 227 221 (Jan. 1947 160 94. 61 
Bundaberg o. On 596 (Jan, 1947 4.90 495 106 
Toowoomba se 94 177 (Heb. 1947 120 83 bi 
Warwick ee 25 42 (Dec. 1946 18 19 24 
Roma ae 10 24 (Dec. 1946 4 14 20 
Charleville AA, 75 (Dec. 1946 14. aul 61 
Rockhampton 345 1,462 (Jan. 1947 662 SOB bn 800 
Emerald e: zl m0) one 1947 4. 9 6 
Longreach ¢s 13 117 (Dec. 1946 24 105 93 
Mackay oe 229 861 (Mar. 1947 864 652 ‘ 
BYP 26 a £0 235 (Feb. 1947 222 223 1. 
Townsville 127 616 (Mar. 1947 616 489 : 
Ingham a 7 44.0 ia 1947 440 433 3 
MantsT ath, a. a2 368 (Mar. 1947 368 353 ‘ 
Cairns Aa 77 599 (Mar. 1947 599 522 ; 
Charters Towers 69 182 (Feb. isu 182 aba) ° 
Atherton oe 50 78 (Mar. 1947 78 48 : 
Hughenden 0. KS 52 (Feb. 1947) 20 49 SD 


Causes by Districts. 


The attached table (No. 1) shows the main causes of unemployment 
in each district. The totals along the bottom of the sheet show the numbers 
unemployed from each cause, while the totals on the right show the numbers 
unemployed in each district and the number unemployed per 10,000 population in main 
groups of districts. Although the Moreton Division numbers are the second highest, 
they represent a much smaller proportion of the district population than iz the 
case for any other Division, except the Downs and South West. Comparison of the 
rates per 10,000 population shows very high figures for the north coast sugar areas, 
since, as shown above, they had not started in March to decline from their peak 
of seasonal unempioyment, whereas the peak had been passed earlier in southern 
and westerm districts. 


Industries by Districts. 


Table No. if shows the industries in which those drawing benefit 
are normally engaged, The totals at the foot of the sheet give the numbers in 
each industry group of the State. Agricultural, pastoral, and dairying industries 
have the highest total (25 per cent, of the total drawing unemployment benefit) , 
and the bulk of this is in sugar farming areas. This is followed by food and 
drink factories, largely meatworks and sugar mills, building and construction, 
discharged servicemen, and ex~employees of Australian or Allied forces (mostly 
in Brisbane) « 
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During March, in the north coast sugar areas, there was an 
increase of 186 from farms, and 103 from building and construction. In 
Rockhampton, food factories (largely meatworks and butter factories) unemployment 
decreased by 575, In the south coast sugar areas, field labour unemployment 
decreased by 84, and food and drink factory unemployment by 71, the latter 
decrease probably due to increased operations of butter factories. The numbers 
were widely distributed through the other industry groups in Brisbane, Toowoomba, 
Rockhampton, and Townsville districts, 


S. E. SOLOMON. 


Acting Government Statistician. 


GOVERNMENT STATISTICIAN'S OFFICE, 


BRISBANE. 
1ith June, 1947, 
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TABLE I. - PERSONS RECEIVING G UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFIT, QUEENSLAND, 
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TABLE II, — PFRSONS RECEIVING. UNEMPLOYMENT BENEVTT , QUEENSLAN. 


MARCH, 1947. 
DISTRICTS AND INDUSTRIES, 
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